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FORE  W  0  R  D 


This  report  S'jmmarizes  the  present  economic  conditions  and 
aporaises  the  potentials  for  econornic  grovjth  within  the  Forest  City 
planning  area.  Knovledga  of  the  local  economic  forces, (past,  present, 
and  future)  is  essential  to  the  making  of  sound  decisions  about  Forest 
City's  growth. 
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I   -   THE   AREA'S   ECOtJOMY  TO  THE   PRESENT 


Profile  of  Tha  Econopiy 

Although  functionally  related  in  many  ways  to  tha  mountain  region 
of  Western  North  Carolina,  Fores c  City  has  a  piedmont  econo^nv  typical  of 
the  central  part  of  the  State.  Forest  City's  eccnoiny  is  similar  to  that 
of  most  of  Rutherford  County  and  most  of  Polk  anc  McDowell  Counties.  It 
has:  (a),  a  manufacturing  base  of  textiles  and  apparel,  with  some  furni- 
ture fabrication;  (d),  a  oronounced  pattern  of  low- income  commercial  and 
part-time  farms;  (c)  related  trade  activities;  and  (d),  an  urban  pattern 
of  small  tov;ns   of  relatively  the  same   population  size. 


Forest  City  is  nart  of  an  urban  complex  which  includes  the 
towns  of  Rutherfordton  and  Spindale.   Each  of  these  were  established 
as  separate  trade  and  textile  centers.   Forest  City  is  paininp  dominance 
as  Rutherford  County's  trading  center,  serving  appro ximately  50%  of  the 
County's  population.   About  18%  of  the  County's  manufacturing  employment 
is  located  in  the  Forest  City  planning  area. 


TABLE  1. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  TOTAL  EA^PLOYMENT  -  1960 


RUT 

HERFORD  COU.K 

!TY 

FOREST 

CITY  AREA 

CATEGORY 

Number 

% 

of  Tot 

:al 

Humber 

%  of  Total 

Trade 

2,025 

13.0 

855 

25.1 

Services 

2,1455 

15.6 

1,100 

32.2 

Manufacturing 

5,930 

44. 3 

1,205 

35.3 

Agricultural 

3,350 

21.3 

__- 

— 

Other  '■' 

900 

5.8 

250 

7.4 

Total 


15,550 


3,U10 


"  Includes  unpaid  faraiy  workers  and  domestics 

in  rrivate  households 

Source:  Extrapolations  from  N.  C,  Employment  Security  Commission  Records. 


Manufacturing 

The  main  sunport  of  the  Forest  City  economy  Is  manufacturing. 
Historically,  industry  in  Rutherford  County  has  been  dominated  by  textiles. 
In  1950,  9?%  of  the  County's  manufacturing  total  employment  was  textile 
or  textile  related. 


MANUFACTURING  ESTABLISHMENTS 
1058 


RUTHERFORD  COUNTY 


No . 
Emolovees 


Tvoe  and  Number  of  Estaolishments 


Food    Textile  c 
Products   Apparel 


Lumber  £  Vood  Printing  ^. 
Products    Publish in' 


Other 


1-19 
20  -  99 
100  -  249 
250  -  Over 

Total 
Source :   U . 


6        22 
S.  Census  of  Manufacturers. 


35 


2  - 


TABLE  3. 


TRENDS  IN  VALUE  ADDED  3Y  MANUFACTURING 
TM  RL'THEPFOPD  COUNTY  1947  -  1958 


1947 


%  Change 
1S47-1954    1958 


%  Change 
1954-1958 


Value  Added 
(000) 


$30,980 


$30,544 


-1.4 


$31,172 


2.0 


TABLE  4. 


TRENDS  Ii;  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMEMT 
RUTIiERFO'^.D  COUMTY,  1947  -  1958 


1947 


1954 


Chance  1347-54 

Mo.  %  1958 


Change         1954-58 
No.  % 


Emploiinant        6,703        7,216  513  7.6 

Source:      U.    S.   Census  of  Manu:^acturers 


-156 


-2.3 


Although  a  modest  gain  was  made  in  nianufacturing  employment  between 
1947  and  1958,  total  value  added  by  manufacturing  increased  negligibly.  In 
terms  of  constant  value  dollars,  the  value  added  index  would  have  actually 
dropned  bet'.^een  census  dates.   Since  1954,  the  advance  of  automation  in 
the  textile  industry  has  reduced  local  industrial  ernployment.  Mo  signifi- 
cant new  type  industries  have  entered  the  Countv  since  World  War  II.  This 
situation  can  be  crucial  to  the  Forest  City  economy.  Only  a  diversified 
manufacturing  base  can  assure  continued  growth. 

Lowell  D.  Ashby,  in  "The  North  Carolina  Economy",  foresees  long  run 
readjustment  in  textile  employment  in  North  Carolina.  This  is  based  upon 
existing  trends  in  the  production  and  marketing  structure  of  the  industry. 

The  influx  of  textiles  into  Korth  Carolina  and  nearby  states  began 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  19th  century  because  of  a  bountiful  supply  of 
labor,  water,  and  raw  materials  in  the  southern  piedmont.  Spinning  opera- 
tions were  the  first  to  migrate  from  New  England.  By  1948,  80%  of  the 
nation's  cotton  spindles  uere  located  in  southern  states.  The  migration 
has  continued  into  the  middle  of  the  20th  century  as  vreavine  and  sewing 
industries  have  moved  south  in  significant  numbers.   In  1957,  North  Carolina 
led  the  nation  in  textile  ranufacturing  with  49%  of  its  industrial  workers 
thus  engaged.   These  in  turn  furnished  22%  of  the  nation's  entire  textile 
em.ployment . 
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The  national  textile  outlook  has  not  been  bright  in  recent  years. 
The  following  trends  are  pertinent: 

1.  Due  to  improvement  in  home  heating  and  changes  in  style, 
domestic  de^nand  has  been  curtailed. 

2.  Foreign  competi.tion  has  increased,  particularly  from  the 
Far  East,  thus  lowering  textile  exports  from  this  country. 

3.  Improved  social  legislation  has  lowered  marginal  profits. 

4.  Man-made  fibers,  produced  by  industrial  research,  are 
competing  favorably  for  certain  markets.  Hylon,  orlon, 
and  acetate  have  captured  part  of  a  market  once  dominated 
bv  natural  fibers,  while  no  corresponding  increase  in  the 
whol^  market  has  occured. 

5.  The  apparel  industry,  heavily  market-oriented,  has  made  no 
major  movement  to  locate  in  Morth  Carolina  and  the  southeast. 

6.  Due  to  idle  plant  cipacity  and  an  indirect  marketing  structure 
textiles  are  subject  to  short-run  cyclical  variations. 

Rutherford  County's  textile  industry  reflects  these  national  trends. 
Six  hundred  fewer  persons  vrere  employed  in  textiles  in  1960  than  in  1955 
(excluding  apparel).  Considerable  remodeling  of  plants  and  machinery  in  the 
cotton  fiber  plants  have  been  necessary  to  compete  with  synthetic  fibers. 
Han-made  fibers  and  apparel  constitute  only  a  srrall  segment  of  the  total 
textile  employment  in  the  county.  Expansion  in  several  healthy  firms  has 
been  balanced  by  losses  in  orhers. 

Gains  in  apparel  manufacturing  in  the  County,  although  modest,  have 
exceeded  gro\Arth  rates  in  all  other  phases  of  manufacturing.  Employment  in 
apparel  increased  420a  between  la^+S  and  1960  as  compared  to  23.0%  in  food 
manufacturing  and  41.0%  in  vraod  oroducts.  Growth  of  apoarel  in  the  County 
greatly  exceeds  its  growth  in  the  southeast. 

Sixty  per  cent  of  the  nation's  textile  products  go  into  clothing 
and  household  goods  (excluding  furniture).  Forty  per  cent  are  utilized  in 
manufacturing  processes  -  furniture,  automotive,  upholstery,  tires,  etc. 
The  clothing  and  household  market  is  relatively  stable  -  less  subject  to 
cycle  fluctuation.   The  textile  product  from  Rutherford  County  is  less 
oriented  to  the  industrial  market  than  the  nacional  trend.   This  should 
indicate  (barring  ether  factors)  a  hi-^her  than  normal  stability  in  the 
Rutherford  County  textile  establishments.  Even  so,  total  emDloyment  has 
decreased  by  5%   in  the  past  ten  years. 


Ncntextilo  employraent  supports  about  7%  of  the  manufacturing 
base  in  the  County.  Host  of  these  are  engaged  in  wood  products,  including 
a  branch  of  American  Greeting  Card  Company  which  manufactures  show  cases. 

Improvement  in  the  role  of  the  nontextila  industries  is  apparent. 
Total  employment  in  this  category  of  manufacturing  has  nearly  doubled  in 
the  County  during  the  past  ten  years.  Approximately  50%  of  those  firms 
now  listed  as  active  prospects  on  the  files  of  the  Rutherford  County  Indus- 
trial Development  Commission  .ire  non  textile  or  textile  related.  This  is 
significant.   Textiles  are  usually  first  into  areas  taking  initial  steps 
toward  industrialization.  Rutherford  County  has  already  experienced  this 
phase.  Presently  equipoed  v.'ith  an  industry-oriented  work  force,  the  County 
will  need  other  types  of  industries  (wood  working,  metal  fabrication,  leather, 
chemical,  etc.)  to  diversity  the  economy. 

The  Service  Sector 

Greater  worker  productivity  and  a  rising  national  technology/  have 
produced  a  rapid  increase  in  service  activities  throughout  the  nation. 
The  Economy  of  Western  Horth  Carolina,  by  Hammer  and  Company,  Associates, 
shows  the  highest  prcportionate  gains  in  service  emplo^mient  throughout  the 
region  during  the  past  15  years.  Total  service  empiovment  (including  trade) 
in  Rutherford  County  increased  49.2  per  cent  betvreen  1947  and  1957.   Growth 
of  service  employment  in  Rutherford  Co-jnty  is  expected  to  continue. 

Approximately  5C%  of  the  County's  trade  employment  and  activity 
occurs  in  Forest  City.   In  1954.,  Foi-est  City  retail  sales  exceeded  by  100% 
those  in  the  Town  of  Rutherfordton  and  by  350%  those  in  Spindale.  Forest 
City  is  a  leader  in  soecialty  shopping  and  in  apparel  and  automotive  sales 
in  the  County.   The  m.ajority  of  the  County's  wholesale  establishments  are 
located  in  Forest  City.  1954  and  1953  census  data  in  trade  activities  are 
shovm  below, 

TABLE  5.  TRENDS  Ih   RETAIL  SALES 


1954 

-  1958 

DOLLAR  VOLUME  SALES 

'XI, coo: 

Change, 

1954-1953 

AREA 

%  of 

%  of 

1954 

Countv 

1958 

County 

Anount 

Percent 

Forest  City 

$13,911 

48.1 

$17,650 

51.1 

$3,739 

26.8 

Rutherfordton 

6,370 

22.1 

6,252 

18.1 

-  118 

-1.9 

Spindale 

2,923 

10.1 

3,009 

8.8 

36 

2.9 

Other  -  Ruther- 

ford County 

5,672 

19.7 

7,535 

22.0 

1,913 

33.0 

TOTAL 

RUTHERFORD  COUNTY  $23,876 

100.0 

$34,496 

100.0 

$5,620 

19.4 

PIEDMONT  SLOPE 

$50,043 

$50,632 

$10,589 

21.0 

Source:  U.  S.  Census  of  Business  (Retail),  1954  and  1958 


TABLE  6. 


TRENDS  IN  RETAIL  E^^PLCY!'ENT 


1954  - 

1953 

NUMBER  OF 

EMPLOYEES 

CHANHE , 

191 

54-58 

i  of 

%  of 

AREA 

1954 

County 

1958 

County 

Percent 

Forest  City 

765 

45.3 

845 

45.1 

81 

10.5 

Rutherfordton 

394 

23.2 

361 

19.2 

-33 

-  8.3 

Spindale 

152 

9.5 

159 

9.1 

7 

4.3 

Other- 
Rutherford  County  371     22.0        501 

TOTAL 

RUTHEPFORD  CO.    1,592    100.0      1,877 

PIEDMONT  SLOPE   2,965  3,245 


100.0 


130 

185 
2  80 


35.0 

10.9 
9.4 


Source:  U.  S.  Census  of  Business  (Petail),  1954  and  1953 


TABLE  7. 


TRENDS  IN  WHOLESALE  SALES 


1954 


DOLLAR  VOLU'iE  SALES  (COO; 


CHANGE,  1954  -  1958 


AREA 


1954 


1958 


No. 


Percent 


Rutherford  County        $8,078        $10,477       $2,399        29.0 
Source:   U.  S.  Census  of  Business  ('.vholesale.) ,  195^^  and  1958 


TABLE 


TREMDS  IN  WHOLESALE  EMPLOYT-IE^ 


1954  -  195! 


NU'-'BER  CF  EMPLOVLES 

C'lAN'^rE, 

1954 

-  1958 

AREA 

1"54         1953 

"o. 

Percent 

Rutherford  County  160         210  50 

Source:  U.  S.  Census  of  Business  (Wholesale),  1954  and  1958 


31.2 
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Recent  trends  show  iir.Drovemer.t  in  the  relative  trade  oosition  of 
Forest  Citv.   Soindale  pjid   Rutherfordton  have  experienced  declining  impor- 
tance in  trade.   An  increasing  senr.ent  of  the  market  has  shifted  to  Forest 
City,  V'.-hich  is  the  dominant  trade  center  in  the  ccunty. 

Individual  establishments  in  Forest  Citv  often  attract  customers 
from  throughout  Putherford  County  and  occasionally  ^'roD  neighboring  counties 
to  the  north  and  east.   A  smaller  area,  furnishing  30-i  of  Forest  City's 
trade,  is  designated  as  the  primary  trade  area.   Its  boundary  is  formed  by 
connecting  the  points  of  equal  trade  pull  between  Forest  City  and  Asheville, 
Marion,  Shelbv,  and  '^af-^nev,  =;outh  Carolina. 

Fecords  and  observations  of  key  merchants  in  Forest  City  indicate  a 
primary  influence  from  the  center  of  the  tc\-jn  to  a  point  approximately  in 
the  center  of  Spindale,  north  to  Golden  Valley  township,  east  to  the  Cleve- 
land County  line  and  south  to  Broad  River.  This  encompasses  an  area  roughlv 
contiguous  with  seven  townships  in  the  eastern  sector  of  the  county.  (See 
map). 

Population  'vithin  the  trade  area  has  decreased  during  each  of  the 
past  two  decades,   "^eta^l  sales  activities  during  the  same  period  have  shown 
substantial  increase  in  volumes  of  both  dollars  and  goods.   (Sales  Management 
Magazine).   Local  observations  verify  a  steady  increase  in  business  activity 
during  the  past  three  vears. 

TABLE  9.         POPULATION  TREMDS  IN  PRIMARY  T^ADF  AREA* 

19U0  -  1950 


1950 

Change, 

Mo. 

1940  -  1950 
Percent 

1960 

Change, 

1950 

-  1960 

1940 

Mo. 

Percent 

29,515   29,357    -159         -0.5       28,240    -1,117         =3, 

••'•  Includes  Union,  Sulphur  Springs,  Cool  Springs,  High  Shoals,  Colfax. 
Logan  Store  and  Duncan  Creek  Townships. 

Source:   U.  S.  Census  of  Fonulation. 


Past  increases  in  individual  buving  pc.'er  coupled  v.'ith  a  declining 
value  of  the  dollar  has  influenced  the  rise  in  dollar  volumes  of  sales.   The 
primary  trade  area  may  have  exoande.d  somewhat  since  1940.   Sales  records  in 
Spindale  reflect  displacernent  of  customer  loyalties  from  within  that  com- 
munity to  outside  market  sources.  Recently,  the  Community  of  Cliffside  has 
increased  its  buying  in  Forest  Citv. 


TABLE  10. 

CHANGrS  IN  RETAIL 

SALES 

11 

TRI  CITI! 

^ 

1954  - 

1953 

TO'JN 

VOLUilE  S/^LES,  1954 
(OCO) 

VOLUME  SALES, 
(000) 

1958 

1958  SALES  IN 
1954  DOLLARS 
(000) 

Forest  City 

13,911 

17,650 

16,?91 

Rutherfordton 

6,370 

6,252 

5,771 

Spindale 

2,923 

3,009 

2,777 

TOTAL  - 
TRI  CITIES 

23,201; 

26,911 

24,339 

The  primary  trace  area  in  1550  contained  60%  of  the  population  in 
Rutherford  County  and  roughly  the  saine  proportion  of  the  County's  retail 
sales  volume.  Future  participation  of  Forest  City  in  the  overall  County 
retail  economy  should  closely  reflect  individual  ourchasing  power  and  popu- 
lation trends  within  the  prir?^,ry  trade  area.   This  assumes  timely  local  action 
to  make  improvements  as  necessary  in  the  dowr.tovm  business  area. 

Cver  50°c;  of  the  County's  wholesaling  activity  is  conducted  in  the 
Forest  City  area.   A  local  distributor  for  candv  and  tobacco  supplies  a 
four  county  area.   'Jholesalins  of  automotive  parts  serves  all  of  Rutherford 
County.   A  Forest  City  jev-;elry  distributor  serves  ell  of  Wertern North  Carolina. 
(One  activity  closely  related  to  v7holesaiinR  is  used  car  brokerage.   Eighty- 
two  used  car  agencies  exist  in  the  Countv,  providing  used  vehicles  for 
auction  sales  and  other  wholesale  markets  in  Charlotte,  Greensboro,  and  other 
centers.  Employment  within  this  activity  is  estimated  at  500-500  persons). 

Principal  nontrada  services  include  construction,  transportation, 
communications,  utilities,  finance,  insurance,  professional  activities, 
personal  services,  and  entertainment.   Records  of  service  employment  are 
available  for  Rutherford  County,  but  not  for  oolitical  subdivisions. 


Montrade  services  in  Forest  City  principally  serve  local  businesses 
and  residents  of  the  nrimary  retail  trade  area.  Tourism  does  not  contribute 
significantly  to  the  lcc-"^l  economy.   The  tourist-recreational  economy  of 
Western  Rutherfrod  County  capitalizes,  ;;owever,  on  the  natural  scenic  beauty 
of  the  area,  attracting  a  market  from  several  southeastern  states. 


Agriculture  and  Forestry 

In  predom'.nantly  industrial  Rutherford  County,  agricultural  activity 
is  becoming  less  important.  Small,  mar^^inal  -^arins  are  being  abandoned. 
Full-time  coTnmercial  farms  presently  represent  only  32°o  of  the  total,   A 
long  range  trend  in  loss  of  farm  population  accounts  for  a  net  out-migration 
from  tha  County.  Farm  workers  in  Rutherford  County  between  1947  and  1957 
decreased  40  ner  cent  -  the  second  highest  ratecf  loss  among  the  14-county 
Western  '"forth  Carolina  area. 


TABLE  11. 


trei:ds  in  agricultural  employment 


1917  -  1957 


AREA 


1947 


%   Change 


14-County  Area" 
McDov.-ell  County 
Polk  County 
Rutherford  County 


55,327 
2,521 
2,461 
5  ,213 


38,122 

-32.9% 

1,799 

-23.6?o 

1,545 

-33.2% 

3,736 

-29.9% 

"  14  './estern  Morth  Carolina  Counties  included  in  Hanmer  Study,  The 
Economy  of  Western  i'ortb  CaroJin^. 


In  1959,  60°^  o-*^  all  conniercial  farms  in  the  County  produced  ^ross 
sales  of  less  than  £5,000  per  farrr..  .iet  income  from  crross  apricultural 
sales  in  Western  North  Carolina  runs  about  40%.  Consequently,  80%  of  all 
commercial  farms  in  the  County  earned  net  annual  incomes  of  less  than  $2,000. 

Principal  crops  in  the  County  are  cotton,  ve;;;;etabl3S ,  dairy  products, 
and  livestock.  Tobacco,  a  chief  cash  crop  in  njost  of  Western  North  Carolina, 
is  not  grovm  in  Rutherford  County.   Primary  dependence  upon  cotton  in  the 
oiedmont  sector  had  pas3'?d  by  the  early  1950' rs  and  diversification  has  con- 
tinued to  improve.   A  key  difficulty,  however,  has  rerained  one  of  marketing. 
Farmers  in  the  County  often  transport  orcducts  53  miles  for  sale.   Although 
Forest  City  serves  as  a  trade  center  for  part  of  the  County's  agricultural 
hinterland,  it  offers  little  in  the  way  of  agricultural  processing. 


Forestry  is  a  staple  crop.   Chief  var.'eties  of  marketable  wood  grown 
in  the  County  are  yellow  pine  and  lov;  gi-ade  hardwoods.   The  County,  in  1957, 
produced  more  softwood  lumber  than  an^'  ether  of  18  western  counties  and 
ranked  number  two  in  the  production  of  softwoods  and  hardwoods  combined. 
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Utilization  cf  vood  residue  in  the  County  is  the  lowest  of  any  western 
county,  however.   Sav.;Trills  and  logging  operations  employed  at  least  200 
persons  in  1950.  Numerous  persons  v;ere  also  self-emr-loyed  in  lumber  opera- 
tions.  Principal  markets  for  nulpwood  are  an  averap^e  of  50  miles  from 
local  sources,  and  long  haulinp  means  lower  marginal  profits  for  producers. 

Notwithstanding  the  recreational  use  of  forests  in  the  v;estem  part 
of  the  County,  forests  -^nd  forest  products  contribute  substantially  to  the 
economy  of  Forest  City.  Compared  to  textiles,  this  total  influence  is  not 
great.  The  forest  resource  exists  as  a  valid  potential  for  greater  develop- 
ment within  th2  County's  eccnomy.  Improvement  of  conservation  practices  and 
of  local  m.arketability  for  timber  products  will  help  towai^d  this  end. 
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II.  -  IMPACT  OF  THE  ECO'^CMY  0!J  POFULATION 


Past  Trends 

Moveinents  of  people  ar3  a  measure  of  econoniic  v5.talitv  in  a 
community.  During  the  early  part  of  this  cer.ti^ry,  the  population  grew 
rapidly  in  Rutherford  Courity.   /ref-'een  1890  and  1930,  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  various  textile  mills  into  the  County,  persons  migrated  into  the 
County  and  the  pcoulaticn  doubled.   During  this  period,  rates  cf  increase 
were  not  less  than  10%  during  'Jny  aecade.   Growth  in  textiles  then  slack- 
ened, and  as  the  great  exodus  from  the  farms  began  following  the  deoression 
years,  population  erowth  ceased.  Heavy  out -migration  has  occurred  -  espe- 
cially during  the  past  decade. 


Shifts  in  olace  of  residence  within  the  County  are  pronounced. 
People  have  concentrated  around  the  urban  centers  while  population  in 
the  rural  areas  has  become  more  sparse.  Towns  experiencing  greatest 
rates  of  growth  during  the  oast  thirty  years  are  Rutherfordton  and 
Forest  City. 


TABLE  12. 


POPULATION  TRENDS.  1930 


AREA 


%  of        %  of         %  of         %  of 
1930   County  19t0   County  1950   County  1960   County 


Forest  City  4,059  10.1  5,035  11.0  4,971  10.7  6,556  14.5 

Rutherfordton  2,020  4.9  2,326  5.1  3,146  6.8  3,392  7.5 

Spindale  3,066  7.6  3,952  8.7  3,891  8.4  4,082  9.0 

Subtotal- 
Urban  Areas  9,155  22.6  11,313  24.8  12,008  25.9  14,030  31.0 

Rutherford  County  40,452  100.0  45,577  100.0  46,356  100.0  45,091  100.0 

Source:  U.  S.  Census  of  Population 


TABLE  13. 

PCPUL 

ATIOM  CHAMGE,  1930  - 

1950 

_ 

1930  - 

1940 

1940 

-  1950 

1950  - 

No. 

1950 

AREA 

No. 

% 

-!o. 

% 

% 

Forest  City 

966 

23.7 

-64 

-1.3 

1,585 

31.9 

Rutherfordton 

306 

15.1 

820 

35.3 

246 

7.8 

Spindale 

886 

28.8 

-61 

-1.5 

191 

4.9 

Subtotal  - 

Urban  Areas 

2 

,153 

23.5 

695 

6.1 

2,022 

16.8 

Rutherford  County 

5 

,125 

12.6 

779 

1.7 

-1,265 

-2.7 
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Age  Group  Composition 


±r.^.r^A   ^      "^'''^"    V^""^^   ^"  ^°^  ^-^""^   composition  indicates  a  tendency 
toward  lower  rates  of  future  natural  increase.   Particularly  heavy  out- 
cMldb^'^.^nl^'  ^""^   ''°iu^  amoneage  groups  15-29.   This  group  is  the  orime 
Jh^  n  f  r  ^/'■''''P-  ^^   ^^°^  ^"  ^^"^^^  ^^-^^  ^"d  rise  in  death  rate  within 
the  past  two  decades  reflects  this  out -migration  and  an  aging  population. 
During  the  same  period,  rates  of  out-migration  have  increased.  Ruth<=rford 
County  has  greater  rates  of  population  decline  than  all  adjacent  counties. 

n  ^u  ^  Proportionately  fewer  males  lived  in  Forest  City  in  1950  than  in 
Rutherford  County.  This  is  particularly  noticeable  in  early  age  groups 
L!!.[°"-  «?'  ^'"^^^^^ti"?  ^ie^er  out-migration  a-nong  young  urban  males' than 
females.  Also,  more  young  rural  females,  being  less  essential  to  agricul- 
tural  nursuits ,  than  rural  males  probably  tend  to  migrate  into  nearby  towns 
ror  emolovment  opportunities. 

Between  1950  and  1960,  the  proportion  of  persons  between  ages  10 
and  30  was  reduced  in  the  State  as  a  whole.  In  Rutherford  County  and  Forest 
City,  this  group  appears  in  even  less  proDortion  to  the  total  population 
than  the  State  average.   (See  Following  Graphs). 


FIGURE  1.  DISTRIBUTION  OF  A'^E  GROUPS  IN 

RUTHERFORD  COU.^TY  AND  THE  STATE 
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Source:  U.  S.  Census  of  Population 
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Flf^URE  2» 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  Anr  C'^OUPS  IN 


FOREST  CITY  A: ID  THE  STATE 


1960 
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Source:   U.  '^.  Census  of  Population 


The  most  aoparent  change  in  Citv,  Countv,  and  State  is  the  loss 
of  persons  in  the  early  ape  proups  as  contrasted  wirh  rapid  growth  in  the 
retirement  sector.   (Greater  disparity  between  these  chanpes  occurred  in 
Rutherford  County  than  in  Forest  City  or  the  State  as  a  whole).   The  pro- 
portion of  nersons  in  ages  15-45  lest  ground  in  all  areas,  vjhile  persons 
aged  5-14  pained  noticeably  in  Forest  City  and  the  State,  but  lost  in 
Rutherford  County.   Shiftinp  o'  persons  from  rural  Ruther-^ord  County  into 
Forest  City  seens  to  have  predominated  amonp  youna  working  a^je  females  and 
among  older  workinp  ape  persons  of  both  sexes.   Conversely,  migration  among 
ages  15-44  from  Forest  City  has  been  particularly  high,  reflecting  the 
effect  of  younper  fa^^ilies  moving  from  the  older  City  into  suburbs  and  the 
rural  fringe. 


TABLE   16. 


cha:;ge  i\'  ase  grcjp  po^^'jlatioms 


^S   PRO?ORTIO:."S   0^  TOTAT,     POPULATIONS 


AGE 


PR^POPTIOFS  OF  TOTAL  POPULATION 


PUTHPRrOPD  coulTr^ 
?.0UP   1950   1960 


FOREST  CITY 


NORTH   CAROLINA 


Change  1950       1960     %   C.han[-,e  1950     1960  %  Change 


0   -  114  32.6%  31.2%  -  U.2 

15   -   44  15.1%  39.9%  -11.5 

U5   -    54  16.0%  20.4%  27.5 

65   £   Over  6.3%  8.5%  34.9 


28.7%  32.2%  12.1 

48.7%  40.0%  -17. B 

16.5%  20.7%  25.4 

6.1%  7.1%  16.3 


32.3%  33.5%  3.7 

46.8%  42.1%  -10.0 

15.4%  17.6%  14.2 

5.5%  6.8%  23,6 


The  Dcpulation  profile   and  total  nuinber  of  persons  which  an   area 
will  sustain  are  per.eraily  related  to  ^'ob  opportunities.      Tnis  is  modified 
somewhat  by  movement  of  retirement-aged  persons  who  are  often  economically 
self  sufficient.      (Continued  in-migration  of  these  persons  has  been  exper- 
ienced in  the  western  sector  of  the  County),      Among  i-?orkin3   age  persons, 
the  availabilitv  of  jobs   is   almost  prerequisite  to  residence.      Young  persons, 
aged  15-24  are  particularly  affected  by  economic  stagnation  which cffers 
relatively  few  job  opportunities  to  unskilled  persons  entering  the  labor 
force . 

Distribution  of  Population 

Forest  Citv  has  experienced  moderate  population   increase   in   recent 
decades,      Kost  of  this  has   been   absorbed  in  the  periphery  of  the  town   and  in 
the  unincorporated  fringe.      No   chronological   record  of  population  trends  in 
the  planning  area,  per  se,   is  available.      The  1951  land  use  survey   revealed 
2,675  dwelling  units  with  an  estimated  9,700  population  in  the  fringe  area. 
The  observed  pattern  in  new  home  construction  indicates  recent  growth  in  the 
eastern   and  northern  parts  of  Forest  City, 

The  heaviest   concentrations   of  the  pooulation   -^ollow  the  east-west 
axis  of  the  town  and  a  southeast   radial  in  the  direction  of  Alexander.    (See 
Land  Use  Plan),     Most  persons  residing  in  the  c'rea  tend  to  locate  near  major 
transportation   routes  or  emrloyr.ent   cenrers. 
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Ill  -  ?':ajop  issues  ly  PEVELOPih^r  the  ecomomy 


Highways  and  f:aior  Thoroughfares 

Of  aDproximatsly  30  niles  of  oriTnarv  roads  t.'hich  have  been  sub- 
stantially improved  In  tne  County  during  the  past  ten  years,  none  have 
been  within  the  Forest  City  area  and  none  serve  the  principal  east-west 
trade-tcurist  traffic  of  the  Counry.   Highwav  71  is  an  obsolete,  low 
capacity  ^^acility  on  which  oeak  traffic  loads  move  slowly.  Secondary 
roads  throuphout  the  County  are  cften  unpaved  and  poorly^ aligned. 
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decrease\t:lL1«e::t:"°r-a"u--;i!:  '^  ! -f  ^"^  through  .oute  „iXl 

structed  Pi^n^  u.  u.  I  ^aciHtaas  m  aa^oinng  counties  are  con- 
dor a  fo^r  llZ  r^  ^^"  forrulated  by  the  State  Highway  Commssion 
ror  a  tour-lane   relocation  of  U.S.    74  from  Forest  Citv  ea^t  to  qh»iK„ 

The  Need  for  New  Manufacturing  Ent 


erprises 


-^uctuatfnfi^?  !    f-    ^"'""^^  '"  national  textiles,  accompanied  by 

ani  ever cal  ch^n!  "^"^^^^^"^'  ^PP^^^s  to  be  a  long  run  trend.   Automation 

and  cyclical  change  are  expected  to  bring  further  readjustment  in  textile 

nroi^hr"^"''^^"  ^'^^^-^f^-^^  County.   Growth  in  apoarel  manuJacturlnp  wi!l 
probably  absorb  a  part  of  other  textile  losses.  acturing  will 


of  new 


sourr..  1/  ''''?'"^'^^  ""^^"^  '"  Rutherford  County  is  the  establishment  or 
create  a  towL""'"'  '°  compensate  for  the  losses  in  textiles  and  to 
sTn's  lnTZnlVlT7\  ^^^^^^r~"^  °f  1^^^°^  personnel  to  provide  needed 
tuii^Lfsho?"  br"L  ''^'?' -''  ^^^^^^"^i^^••  Retraining  needs  and  opoor- 
tils  "h'':^'  '  ^'^''^'"^   -vestx.ated  for  purposes  of  providing  facil- 


ities  and  prograiis. 

Planning  Utilities  and  Public  Facilities 


H.,r..nH.  'Municipal  and  industrial  water  supplies  are  adequate  for  current 
,1Zn  :  /^^^!^^'^^=1  gr^l'th  will  tax  these  supolies,  however.   Sources  of 

Sevelol^r  .''J   '  ""'"f-^"  "'"  '°""""'  '^^y  P^^""i"S  ^^^^  ---  limited, 
n^r  nn?r  ro   "^".^'^P^-^^^  '-^11  probably  involve  higher  treatment  costs 
ZrnZ  V    (°"^.°^=^-f"s  source  of  water  requiring  more  treatment  is  the 
Secona  Broad  River).  Programming  for  an  increase  in  present  water  supply  is 
necessary  for  a  successful  long  range  growth  program. ^ 

Collection  and  treatment  of  sanitary  sevaoe  has  been  recently 
improved  in  Forest  City  to  comoly  with  requirements  of  the  State  Stream 
Sanitation  Committee.   Continued  land  development,  however,  will  necessitate 
new  sewer  mams  m  fringe  areas  and  provision  for  additional  treatm.ent. 
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IV  -  THE  af-e:a's  ECo:;oMy  a!:d  population  in  the  future 


The  >^anufacturin[7  Sector 

The  econor.v  of  sastem  Ruthsrford  County  w511  continue  to  be 
industry-oriented.  No  trends  are  foreseeable  which  will  change  the  area's 
dependence  upon  manufacturing  erpployirent .  Expected  adjustments  in  textiles; 
discussed  in  a  previous  section,  will  modify  growth  rates.  The  long  range 
trend  is  likely  to  include  further  decline  in  textile  employment,  moderate 
increases  in  apoarel  manufacturing,  and  a  substantial  upswing  in  the  pro- 
portion of  total  employment  enp^a£,ed   in  non-textile  m.anufacturing  such  as 
wood  and  metal  fabrication. 


Substantial  devslopment  of  new  industrial  employinent  will  require 
positive  solution  of  prohlep^s  and  energetic  economic  program:ning.   The 
actual  rate  of  provth  will  reflect,  to  a  hiph  depree,  individual  and 
organized  efforts  to  enhance  the  industrial  envircninent  and  compete  for 
naw  investments,  liithont  such  a  sustained  effort,  some  rardom  development 
wiil  likely  occur,  but  vjith  lass  economic  benefit  to  the  comnunity. 

Broadening  of  the  manufacturing  base  in  Rutherford  County  and  in 
the  Forest  City  planning  area  will  (1),  attract  new  firms  into  the  area  and 
(2),  expand  and  diversify  existing  firms. 

TAELE  17.  PROJECTED  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT 

RUTHERFORD  COUNTY,  1960  -  1980 

lOeO-'--  1980       CHANGE,  1960  -  1980 

No.        Percent 


Textiles 

5,900 

5,000 

-900 

-15.2 

Apparel 

450 

1,000 

550 

122.2 

Lumber  and 

■■Jood 

^00 

800 

WO 

100.0 

All   Others 

180 

1,000 

820 

455.5 

TOTAL  5,930  7,800       870  12.5 

*     Averages  derived  from  records  of  -J.  C.  Employment  Security 
Commission. 


Employment  forecasts  may  become  invalidated  by  the  establishment  of 
a  single  large  industry  into  the  County.  It  has  been  assumed  here  that 
industrial  development  will  follow  the  current  pattern  of  small  and  medium 
sized  firms. 

Industrial  employment  within  the  Forest  City  Dlanning  area  is 
expected  to  increase  at  a  higher  rate  than  county  industrial  employm.ent. 
This  seems  justified  by  t"ne  strategic  location  of  the  planning  area  v/ith 
respect  to  transportation  and   labor  supply  and  to  the  greater  availability 
of  public  utilities  to  be  expected  in  the  vicinity  of  the  largest  urban 
cenrer  in  the  County.  Comparatively  higher  gains  in  the  planning  area  are 
also  expected  in  tne  non-textile,  non-apparel  categories. 


TABLE  18. 


TOTAL 


PROJECTlD  •;ANUF'\CTURTNq  E'^IPLOYMENT 
FOREST  CITY  AREA,  19fiC  -  1980 


1960 


1,205 


1980 


CHAUPE ,  1960  -  1980 


NO. 


2,000 


795 


PERCENl 


Textile  S  Apparel 

1,025 

900 

-125 

-12.1 

VJood  Products 

65 

300 

235 

351.0 

Other 

115 

800 

685 

595.0 

66.5 


The  Service  Sector 


Anal^:sis  of  trade  a 
a  continuing  major  dependen 
continuation  of  progressive 
substantial  loss  of  support 
likely.  On  the  other  hand 
tain  the  Forest  City  prirri.ar 
extended  into  Rutherford  Tc 
into  northar^n  Polk  County  wh 
These  changes  will  probably 
population,  however. 


nd  service  potential  in  Forest  City  indicates 
ce  upon  the  Seven  Tovmship  area.   Assuming  the 
enterprise  bv  entrepreneurs  in  Forest  City,  no 
fror:>  any  portion  of  the  Seven  Townshin  area  is 
,  qrovjth  in  comT^stinp  towns  is  expected  to  con- 
V  trr.de  area.   Sone  additional  influence  may  be 
'■•mship  (Spindale)  and  some  influence  extended 
en  the  proposed  new  Highway  74  is  completed. 
?.dd  not  more  than  10-20%  to  the  1980  trade  area 


TABLE  19. 


CRUDE   PROJECTIO-iS   FOR   1980  FOPULATIONS, 
FOREST  CITY     TRADE      AREA 


TOvJMSHIP 


19ir( 


.960 


hange,   1960   -  1980 


No. 


Percent 


High  Shoals 

8,590 

Sulphur  Springs 

2,549 

Cool  Springs 

9,538 

Union 

987 

Colfax 

3,848 

Duncans  Creek 

956 

Logan  Store 

2,888 

Other  Areas 



TOTAL 

29,516 

7,172 

7,100 

-  72 

2,095 

2,000 

-  95 

11,201 

14,600 

3,3S9 

794 

800 

16 

4,246 

5,000 

754 

548 

500 

-  48 

2,194 

2,000 

-194 

___ 

5,000 

___ 

-  1.0 

-  5.0 
30.3 

2.0 
17.6 
•10.0 

-  9.0 


28,240 


37,000 


3,760 
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by  risinf per  cl"-  Inc  '    fT   ?°^'"^^*^-  --^^  ^^-^^^V   be  accompanied 
stabilizft?on  Jf  "?/"=^^'^-?  -^-d  buyine  ?OK3r.   "otv.-ithstandinq  relative 

Puthei^ord  Coun'v''?i    '^\''  r'^'"""^"^"-  ^'•^^^^'  ?^^  capita  income  in 
a^J  1958  R°TiZ   n^?r1  "^   ''  r""*^"'  (constant  dollars)  between  1947 
e^oected  to  ^on^?  national  tecnnology  and  southern  industrialization  are 
xSoves  a  ^reat^^    '  '•'"'•   '"  P^^^^^ivity  of  the  total  economy 
Forest  ?itv  wn  f s  Pr°?°^tion  of  the  work  force  in  both  the  County  and 
Pri'ectLns  beJow  ind'):':.''''  ''^'^  "'^  non-production  segments  of  eLlo.^ent. 

'^•^-'^^"  20.  FROJFCTED  FMPLOYnEHT  i;-  TRADE  ^UT)   SERVICES 


TRADE 


Retail 
Wholesale 


SERVICES 


RUTHERFORD 

COUNTY, 

1960  ■ 

-  1980 

li  U  M  3 

E  F  " 

-o-f- 

■  \i  C   R- 

K  E-R- 

S 

I960* 

1983 

- 

Chanpe, 
No. 

.  1960 

-  1930 

1,350 
175 

2,650 
250 

800 
75 

50.0 
t+O.O 

construction 

Transportation,  Coai- 
munxcation,  and  Public 
Utilities 


290 


TOTAL 
Source: 


uio 


^50 


^80 


e,330 


120 


1,850 


40.0 


25.0 


Finance,  Insurance,  an^j 

Real  Estate 

190 

270 

80 

40.0 

Consumer  Service 

eoo 

1,000 

'+00 

66.0 

Government 

1,015 

1,300 

285 

28.0 

38.0 


^xtrapola-;:ions  fro-  .^.  C.  Em-lovment  Security  Commission 
records.   I'urnbar  of  workers  includes  emcloyees  ?nd  pro- 
prietors.  Rates  of  increase  roughly  agree  v.'ith  oroiectionc 
by  HeniTTier  and  Cor,-.any,  Associates  in  The  Economy  of  Western 
North  Caroline-.  ■ ^ 


Records  of  sub-categories  of  trade  and  service  eraplovment  within  the 
Forest  City  area  are  not  availible.   Partial  statistics  indicate  that 
planning  area  eraployment  in  both  cate^-ories  is  approximately  50%  of  the 
County  totals.  Expected  increases  of  employment  in  Forest  City  reflect, 
in  particular,  expected  trends  in  the  economy  and  population  of  the  primary 
trade  area  in  addition  to  an  increased  participation  in  the  service 
activity  of  the  county. 

TABLE  21.  PROJECTED  EHPLOYf-ENT  IN  TFADE  AND  SERVICES, 


FOREST  CITY  AREA,  1960  -  1980 


N  U  M'B'E  R  ■ 

0  F   ';/  C  R  -k  E  U  S 

1950 

1980 

Chan';^e,  1960  -  1980* 
No.         Percent 

Trade  855         1,550       695  80.0 

Services  1,100         1,900       800  73.0 


TOTAL  1,955  3,150     1,495  76.0 

*  Exceeds  rate  of  exoected  oopulation  increase  in  trade  area 
by  100-200%. 


Agriculture  and  Forestry 

Continued  recession  in  farm  employment  in  the  County  is  expected  to 
ultimately  level  off  as  income  ooportunities  and  farm  ponulation  reach  an 
optimum,  balance.   Losses  in  nur.ibers  of  agricultural  workers  will  probably 
continue  during  the  planning  period.   nam.mer  and  Company,  Associates,  in 
The  Economy  of  Western  "orth  Carolina,  forecasts  a  40%  decrease  in  agri- 
cultuial  employment  between  1960  and  1980  in  the  three  counties  of  Polk, 
Rutherford,  and  McDowell.  Actually,  this  decrease  v?ill  represent  a  smaller 
reduction  than  during  the  past  two  decades.  Among  the  reiiiaining  farms,  a 
noticeable  shift  from  uneconomc  to  economic  units  of  nroduction  is  antici- 
pated.  At  the  same  time,  many  low-income  full-time  farms  can  be  expected 
to  convert  to  part-time  farms  as  ^resent  agricultural  Korkers  find  nonfarm 
occupations . 

Productivity  and  unit  incomes  of  persons  engaged  in  agriculture 
should  improve,  particularly  3S  narpin'-'l  farms  are  retired  from  activity. 
T'ne  actual  rate  of  imorcvement  will  reflect,  in  part,  the  degree  to  which 
the  local  marketing  structure  for  agricultural  producxs  is  expanded. 
Specific  opportunities  for  nev;  food  processing  plants  should  be  explored 
in  the  County.  Con'servation  and  better  management  practices  as  encouraged 
by  various  State  and  Federal  agencies  will  also  oav  off  in  greater  individual 
returns  from  agricultural  enterprise. 
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TABLi;  22. 


PROJECTED  AGRIC'.'LTUPAL  EMPLOYMENT 
RUTHERFORD  COUNTY  1957  -  1980 


1957 


1980 


Change,  1957  -  1S80 

Noc         Percent 


3,736 


-1,436 


-40.0 


Farm  employment  in  the  Forest  City  planning"  area  is  assumed  to 
decrease  at  approximately  the  County  rate.  Mo  current  statistics  on  which 
to  base  forecasts  for  the  area  are  available.  Generally,  agriculture  seems 
to  support  a  negligible  portion  of  the  total  employment. 

Opportunity  Profile  of  the  Total  Economy  at  1980 

Total  employment  in  Putherford  County  should  expand  a  moderate  12% 
during  the  planning  period.  Substantial  gains  in  trade  and  services  will 
be  partially  balanced  by  low  rate  gains  in  overall  manufacturing  employment 
and  losses  in  agriculture.   Due  to  the  minimal  participation  of  agriculture 
in  the  Forest  City  economy,  and  to  the  industrial  and  commercial  advantages 
of  its  location ,  the  Forest  City  area  would  exceed  the  County  employment 
grov;th  rate  by  55  percent. 


TABLE  23. 


OPPOF<TUhTTY  PROFILE  OF  EMPLOYMENT  BY  INDUSTRIES 


1950  -  1980 


RUTHE-FORD   COUNTY 

FORE<^T  CITY 

CATEGORY 

Change,   1960-80 
19  BG        19  80        \'o.               Percent 

1960 

Change, 
1380     No. 

1960-80 
Percent 

Manufacturing^  6930  7  300  870 

Trade  2025  2900  875 

Services  2455  3430  975 

Apricultural  3350  2300  1050 

Other-  900  900 


12.5  1205  2000  795 
43. J  855  1550  695 
40.0    1100    1900    800 


250 


250 


66.6 
80.0 
73.0 


TOTAL      15,550  17,43Q  1,770     12.0   3,410   5,700  2,290      67.0 
"  Includes  unpaid  family  workers  and  domesxi'^.s  in  private  households. 
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FIGURE  5. 
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Population  (1980)  Based  on  Economic  Opportunities 


Net  migration  is  a  dominant  factor  in  the  analysis  of  population 
change.  Relative  economic  opportunities  have,  in  recent  year,  stimulated 
high  out-migration  from  Rutherford  County'.  In  addition  to  effects  upon  the 
gross  numbers  of  persons,  out-migration  has  tended  to  alter  the  composition 
of  the  population  -  and  thereby  to  reduce  natural  increase  of  the  community. 
Age  group  composition  will  determine  proportionate  future  births,  deaths 
and  additions  to  the  work  force  w5,thin  a  given  period  of  time.  Forecasting 
only  on  the  basis  of  the  present  composition  would  not  adequately  reflect 
changes  in  the  economy  and  consequently  in  net  migration. 

Job  potentials  are  the  key  to  future  migration  trends  -  and  over  the 
long  range  -  to  population  growth.  The  population  forecast  for  Rutherford 
County  is  based  upon  the  employment  forecast.  The  latter  is  based  upon  the 
1960  employment/population  ratio  of  35.0  per  cent  in  the  County.  Although 
this  is  a  slightly  smaller  proportion  than  in  the  nation  as  a  whole  (37,'+%  in 
1960),  it  coincides  with  the  ratio  used  for  the  lU-county  Western  North  Carolina 
regional  study  by  Hammer  and  Company,  Associates,  This  ratio  is  ued  with  the 
assumption  that  major  efforts  will  be  made  to  develop  the  region's  economy  (to 
include  that  of  Rutherford  County)  over  the  next  20  years. 
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^UTMFE  PCPUL,''TIOM  OF  RUTHERFORD  COUNTY 
AS  '^.^SZD  Oif  lCOWOMIC  DEVELOP^'EN"  OPPOPTUillTIES 


Population 
1^60 

Em-^lo^ment 
19fi0 

1360  Pax-ion 
Empl./^op. 

Estimated 

Employment 

1990 

Estir.ated 

Population 

1980 

1+5,091        15,660  0.34  17,430  51,200 

TABLE  25.  APPORTIOMnENT  OF  FUTURE  POPULATION  BY  TOWNSHIPS 


RUTHEPFOPD 

COUNTY  -  1980 

ESTIMATED 

POPULATION 
IS  6  J 

POPULATION 
1930 

CHANGE , 

1960-1980 

TOWi.'SHIP 

No. 

Percent 

Camp  Creek 

1,199 

1,300 

101 

8.3 

ChiT.ney  Rock 

1,079 

1,200 

121 

11.2 

Colfax 

U,2U6 

4,800 

554 

13.0 

Cool  Springs* 

11,201 

15,500 

4,399 

40.0 

Duncan  Creek 

548 

400 

-148 

-27.0 

Gilkey 

896 

1,100 

204 

22.0 

Golden  Vallev 

661 

SCO 

-61 

-9.0 

Green  Hill 

1,478 

1,5P0 

22 

1.5 

Hi^h  Shoals 

7,172 

6,900 

-272 

-3.7 

Logan  Store 

2,194 

2,000 

-194 

-9.0 

Morgan 

765 

600 

-165 

-21.5 

Rutherfordton 

10,773 

12,400 

1,627 

15.1 

Sulphur  Springs 

2,095 

2,000 

-95 

-5.0 

Union 

784 

800 

15 

2.0 

TOTAL  45,091  51,200 

«  Location  of  Forest  City  Planning  Area. 


6,109 


13.5 
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Most  expected  population  growth  in  the  County  will  occur  nea" 
the  urban  centers  or  Rutherfordtcn  and  Forest  C.itv,  in  the  recreational 
section  of  Chirney  Rock  Tovrnship  and  in  townships  adjacent  to  Rutherfordtcn 
and  Cool  ..prxngs  vhich  straddle  existing  or  prouosed  major  trans oortation 
routes.  Growth  in  Cool  Sorin^.-s  Toimship  would  account  for  72  nercent  of 
the  County's  net  gain. 

Population  gains  in  the  non-agricultural  townships  will  be  partially 
offset  by  losses  in  ir.any  rural  areas.   Migration  of  persons  within' the 
County  will  contribute  heavily  to  these  differentials.   In-migration  of 
persons  from  outside  the  County  will  likely  predominate  in  Chimnev  Rock 
Township  ana  among  certain  types  of  skilled  workers  near  the  urban  centers. 

Within  the  Forest  City  planning  area,  the  pooulation  forecast  has 
been  geared  to  a  revised  employment/population  ratio.  Home-to-work  spatial 
relationships  are  drastically  chanc^in^  on  the  American  urban  scene;  persons 
TZtJ.l^VT^''^^    ^"'^^'   "^^  ^-^^'^^  -""^^  expanding  suburbs  and  tend  to  commute 
ilZm  ^l^^T^f   ^?  ^^^T'^-   ■  °^'^st  City  is  probablv  too  small  for  a  valid 
conceot  of  suburbanization  to  apply.  The  main  factor  is,  however,  that 

thrtown^^';"''"  T"''  -°  'r''   ^"  ^°^""^  ""^^y  '^-^   oart-time  farms  outside 
'a'ron  rat?o  T^f^^^'"^^"^^   Rutherford  County.  The  1980  employment /popu- 
lation ratio  .or  t::e  plannma  area  is  there.^ore  assumed  at  U0%,  reflecting 
emSovir  P'^^P^^^^^"  '^f  P-^----  li'-ing  inside  the  area  to  persons  therein 


TABLE  26.  FUTUPE  POPULATION  IN  TV'S  FOPJi'ST  CITY 

PLA"''?iING  AlEA  BASFD  ON  ^COFOMIC 
r^VEI,  T'A^r.T   CPPCRTUNITJES 


ESTIMATED  ACjuc' 


e^.tTmat^d" 


EMPLOYMEIIT         ^HPLO;;.E.T  POPULATION      CHANrE.  1960-1980 

1^3^ ^[o.         Percent 


1^30 POP.  PATIO 

5,700 


J3,000         3,300        34.0 


nolit.V.^"   k!?-""-    P°?"lft^^"  sstirr^ates  for  Rutherford  County  and  its 
^nlitr:   "i:^^^::^^^°!^^  ^nd^caces  hi.h  proportionate  growth  in  Cool  Springs 
the  ?orp;t  C^l   '°"r"^^~'^P'  "^^'-^  ^^'^  ^^   i^-  1580  projected  population  insidf 
the  Forest_City  planning  area  would  gain  approximately  U.400  persons  with 
t^rS  °f /"?^«f  e  of  =+0  percent.  This  is  compared  to  13.5  oercent  pro- 
Dected  gain  m  Rutherford  County  as  a  whole  and  to  15.1  percent  in 
Rutherfordton  Township,  containing  the  To-^.s  of  Rutherfo?dton  and  Spindale. 


TABLE  27. 


Sl'MMA^.Y  OF  POPULATIO^;  RELATIONSHIPS 


1960  -  1980 


ESTIMATED 
POPULATION  %  CF     %  OF        1930      %  OF   %  OF 
1960    COUNTY  TRI-CITIES  POPULATIOM  COUNTY  TPI-CITIES 


A-'EA 


Cool  Sprinps 
Township 

Pijtherfordton 

To'-mship 


11,201 


24.1 


50.9 


10,773    23.9     49.1 
Sub-total       21,974    48.7    100.0 
Rutherford  County  45,091   100.0 


15,500 


30.4 


55.7 


12,400  24.2  44.3 
28,000  54.6  100.0 
51,200   100. 0 


These  estimates  of  population  growth  in  Rutherford  County  and 
pertinent  subdivisions  of  the  County  reflect  a  conservative  appraisal  of 
future  economic  potentials.  Forecasts  are  not  high,  when  compared  to  rates 
of  expected  oroivth  In  certain  ne?rby  counties.  They  indicate  an  adjustment 
in  the  economic  base  and  a  moderate  rate  of  pooulation  increase,  roughly 
comparible  to  growth  rates  oroiected  for  the  County  by  Hammer  and  Company, 
Associates  in  The  Economv  of  '..'e'^tern  ^^orth  Carolina. 
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